
TwoThousandFiveHundred
Welcome to the first of our new quarterly newsletters, we hope to keep you all 
updated with the latest news going on in the world of the Cooper Sport 500 
Register and the 2000 Mini Register. If you have a story you want to share 
please contact us!

SHOWS

After what has seemed like the 
longest winter ever, the main show 
season is about to start. We’ve 
had the Bingley show already in 
January where we ran the popular 
mini race circuit game on the PS3 
to raise money for Barry Parson’s 
Variety charity. We raised £80 for 
this worthy cause. We have a lot 
of shows on the schedule for this 
year and we hope to see some new 
faces (not that we’re bored of the 
old ones!) We’ll have to see if we 
can win another award this year 
after our 2014 3rd place award at 
Uttoxeter. 
We have put in an appllication form 
to have a stand at the NEC classic 
car show .. watch this space! 
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The end of the Road....

Fifteen yers ago last month Rover 
announced the final run of the Mini, 
known as “The Mini Classic Range” 
the Mini Se7en, Mini Classic 
Cooper and Mini Classic Cooper 
Sport, were priced at £9495, 
£9895, and £10,895 respectively.
The optional extras available 
were, a CD player at £150, Electric 
Sunroof at £800, metallic or 
pearlescet paint was an extra £275. 
This run of under 4000 was set to 
become our 2000 Register minis. 

My Favourite Christmas 
Present to Myself.. 
by Mark Glanville, Owner of BRG 
Cooper Sport V209 LOE

In 2007 I bought a 2000 Mini 
Cooper Sport Classic.  The vendor 
informed me that when the car 
was new it had been owned by the 
manufacturer and was originally left 
hand drive. He had it professionally 
converted to right hand drive when 
he acquired it for his wife. Beyond 
that he didn’t know anything about 
its history.

I did a bit of research on the 
DVLA web site and discovered 
that the car was one of 8 Minis 
registered on the same day, all with 
consecutive registration numbers.  I 
managed to track down the owners 
of a couple of the other cars via the 
internet. 

It transpires that the 8 cars were 
all registered by Rover’s press 
office for publicity purposes to 
mark the last year of production 
of the classic Mini. There were 
two examples of each of the run 
out editions – two Mini Cooper 
Classics, two Mini Cooper Sport 
Classics, two Mini Sevens and two 
Mini Knightsbridges (luxury model 
for export only). One example of 
each was right hand drive and the 
other was left hand drive.

There was quite a lot of press 
material produced featuring these 
cars, particularly for the home 
market. All of the brochures and 
pictures for the UK are still freely 
available via e-bay and other 
sources. Unfortunately they all 
feature the other right hand drive 
Cooper Sport.  My car did not 
figure anywhere and a trawl of 
the archives at the Heritage Motor 
Centre at Gaydon also did not turn 
up anything.
 
I started looking on the internet for 
brochures and publicity material for 
European and overseas markets 
but these are now much rarer than 
the material available for the home 
market and initially I drew a blank.  
Eventually however I tracked down 
a collector of motoring brochures 
in France. He had both a French 
language brochure and a German 
language brochure featuring the 
run out models of the classic Minis 
and he was willing to sell them to 
me.

He spoke little English and I spoke 
little French and at this point I had 
no idea if my car would be featured 
in either of these brochures but I 
decided to take a punt and posted 
off my euros and waited. Just over 
a week later on Christmas Eve the 
brochures arrived.

With trepidation I opened the 
parcel.  The centre pages of both 
brochures contain a full page colour 
picture of my very own Mini.

  
That was over 7 years ago. Those 
two brochures are very precious 
to me and to this day they remain 
my favourite Christmas present to 
myself.
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2015 Shows

March 29th 
Brooklands Mini Day
Weybridge, 
Surrey KT13 0SL

April 6th
Surrey Hills Mini Club 2015 
Easter Mini Run
Royal Oak, Pirbright, GU24 0DQ

April 18th 
Pride Of Longbridge 
Show 
Cofton Park, Birmingham B31 2BQ

May 10th
Himley Hall Mini Show
Staffordshire DY3 4DF
(club space available)

May 17th
London 2 Brighton 2015
Madiera Drive, Brighton

May 24th 
Gaydon Museum Classic Car 
Show - NEW for 2015
Banbury Road, Gaydon, CV35 0BJ
(limited space available)

June 21st
Mega Mini Meet
Lytham Hall, Lytham, FY8 4JZ
(club space available)

July 5th 
Gaydon BMC & Leyland Show
Banbury Road, Gaydon, CV35 0BJ
(limited space available)

July 12th
Minis on the W’rec’k is Bright-
on Mini Club’s annual show
adur recreation ground Shoreham 
By Sea Sussex

September 6th 
Mini Fest
Uttoxeter Race Course, ST14 8BD
(club space available)

October 18th 
Mini Fair 2
Stoneleigh Park, CV8 2LG 
(club space available)

REGISTRAR’S UPDATE

2014 was the busiest year so far for 
me, but somehow I think this year 
will be even more so!  
Back in 2011 when I took up the 
role as the 500 Register’s record 
keeper, we had just 158 cars 
recorded, and the data I received 
was very high level with not a lot of 
detail.
2012 and 2013 saw significant 
developments with the data and 
the launch of the 2000 Register 
as well, so the number of cars we 
were now dealing with went up by 
almost 1000%!   No wonder I’ve 
been busy.
Thanks to all of you who have 
contributed to finding cars for both 
registers, we have come a long 
way in a relatively short period of 
time and the data acquisition shows 
no signs of slowing down.

At the time of going to press, here 
are the statistics of the Registers:-

CS 500 Register cars:
There are 328 cars in the register.

Anthracite  72 out of 108 made
Solar Red 56 out of 110 made
Tahiti Blue 80 out of 128 made
BRG  94 out of 154 made
unknown colour  = 26

2000 Register cars:

UK Classics   590/2831

Se7en    69/362
Cooper   93/518
Cooper Sport   428/1951
Export LHD Classics  39/????

Cooper Sport   20
Cooper    1
Seven    4
Knightsbridge    14

ANDY’S RESTO CORNER

Well it’s been a few months since I 
last reported on the Cooper Sport 
project, and to be honest that is 
because little has happened with it, 
other than a provisional quote for 
the bodyworks currently rendering 
the project in turmoil !   
I have started to take the front 
suspension apart as it all needs 
renewing, and I have kindly been 
lent a cone compressor tool by Alan 
Andrews to allow me to do this.
As usual, it’s more bad news with 
rust everywhere and new inner 
wings deemed necessary to go with 
the other long list of panels and 

cutting 
and 
welding 
required.
So what 
next?  
Well, 
whilst 

pondering on what to do about the
bodyworks, I’ll carry on tinkering 
with the front suspension and 
see what happens.   I feel the car 
will now have to be sold on as a 
project to someone who can weld 
and restore the car for much less 
money that I can, or I will learn 
to weld myself, or it will just be 
mothballed 
for a few 
years!   I 
guess by 
the next 
newsletter 
I may have 
made a 
decision what to
do with it.   
UPDATE: The Sport has now been 
bought by Daniel Gates, hopefully 
we’ll be able to report of Daniel’s 
progress

shock absorber mount 
removed !

Rotten Inner wing


